
 01743 852100 

enquiries@field-studies-council.org 
www.field-studies-council.org 

  

  
 

Date 
21st  November 2019 

Location 
FSC Bushy Park 

Level  
Intermediate 

Course fee* 
£5 

*This course is offered at a reduced rate due to support from the FSC BioLinks project 
 

Course Overview 
There are almost 200 species of caddisfly (order Trichoptera) in the UK, the aquatic larval 
stages are widely used to monitor the health of freshwater. Caddisfly larvae are well-known 
because they make themselves protective cases by spinning together stones, sand, leaves and 
twigs with a silk they secrete from glands around their mouths. Most larvae live in these 
shelters, which can either be fixed or transportable, though a few species are free-swimming 
and only construct shelters when they’re ready to pupate. Some of the families make 
distinctive cases or have other distinctive features which can be viewed under a microscope. 

This course will provide an introduction to caddisflies, their natural history, how to identify the 
larvae to family level using microscopes and keys, an introduction to identification to species 
level and it will provide information on how to record caddisflies. Please feel free to bring any 
specimens you may have along with you to identify on the course.  
 
Please note that this course may involve the use of specimens that have been killed 

and preserved. 
 

Timetable  
Please arrive in time for the course to start promptly at 10am.  Refreshments will be available 
from 9.45am.  The course will end at 4pm. 

 

What’s included? 
 6 hours of tuition.  
 Certificate of attendance. 
 Light refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits). 
 Use of tea and coffee making facilities. 
 Any excursions during the course will be on foot.  

  

FSC Values: 

Delivering first-hand experience 

Providing opportunities for everyone 

Sustainability for the future 

A caring attitude. 
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Please note lunch is not included and you will need to bring your own packed lunch. 

  

 

About the Tutor 
 

Steve Brooks has been interested in freshwater insects since an early age. 
He studied freshwater ecology at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne 
and freshwater insect taxonomy during a 38-year career at the Natural 
History Museum (London). He has since retired but continues to take an 
active interest in all things freshwater. He is particularly keen to encourage 
amateur enthusiasts to become involved recording and monitoring 
freshwater insects, especially through engagement in the riverfly 

monitoring initiative to assess river water quality. Currently Steve is chair 
of the Riverfly Partnership, sits on the Conservation Committee of the 
British Dragonfly Society and is a Scientific Associate at the Natural History 
Museum. 

  
 

What to Bring 

 
 Notebook and pencil  
 Field guides/keys (if you have any) 
 Hand lens (if you have one)  
 Lunch 

 
Please be aware that this is a Deer Park, and there can be ticks. Please consider 
wearing long sleeved tops and trousers and bring insect repellent.   
 

There will be a member of staff with first aid training and access to a first aid kit on 
site. Please let us know as soon as possible if you have special medical or 
access requirements.  
 

 

Getting there 
 
FSC London: Bushy Park, c/o The Royal 
Parks, The Stockyard, Bushy Park, London 
 
FSC work in the Stockyard Education Centre 
(TW12 2EJ), on Hampton Court Road. It is 
within the Park offices complex and is a working 
stockyard, with large vehicle movements 
throughout the day. A map of the Park can be 
found on The Royal Parks Website which shows 

the Park offices, and The Stockyard Education 
Centre is marked on the downloadable map. 
 
By Train: the nearest stations are Hampton Court or Hampton station, both about a 20 min 
walk from the Centre. 
By Bus: 111 (from Kingston station) or R68 (from Hampton Court Station), bus stop is Garrick 
Villa. 
By Car: Pay and display parking is available in the Park (See The Royal Parks website for 
details and prices). 
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How to Book  

 
Please book online via www.fscbiodiversity.uk/courses. If you have any issues, please contact FSC 
by phone on 01743 852100 or email on biolinks@field-studies-council.org.  
 
Please be aware that this course is designed for adults only and is not suitable for children.  
 

 

About FSC BioLinks 
 
This course is part of a structured pathway of training courses on Odonata (dragon and 
damselflies).  The diagram below shows the FSC BioLinks training pathway for Odonata and 
illustrates where this course fits into it. 
 

 

 

http://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/courses

