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Date 

Mon 2nd Dec 2019 

Location 

Angela Marmont Centre 
(Natural History Museum) 

Level  

Beginner 

Course fee* 

£5 

*This course is heavily subsidised due to support from the FSC BioLinks project and Angela Marmont Centre for UK 
Biodiversity 

Workshop Overview 
 

Invertebrate specimen collections are a valuable tool for invertebrate recorders. National and local 

natural history museum collections facilitate comparison of unknown specimens with named are 

vital for taxonomic research. The Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity houses the UK 

biodiversity reference collections of specimens, including a large collection of insect specimens. 

 

However, insect collections are not restricted to natural 

history museums. A personal reference collection can be a 

fantastic resource for insect recorders. Despite needing to 

kill and preserve many species in order to identify them, 

insect collections still remain an misunderstood taboo for 

much of the general public and even some of the natural 

history community. 

 

This workshops will cover:  

• Why insect collections are important? 

• Equipment needed to create insect collections 

• Pinning and staging insect specimens 

• Facilities available to naturalists at the Angela 

Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity 

• How to take your interest further 

 

Please note that this course will involve the use of specimens that have been killed and 

preserved.  

 

FSC Values: 

Delivering first-hand experience 

Providing opportunities for everyone 

Sustainability for the future 

A caring attitude. 

Creating & Using Insect Collections  

FSC BioLinks 

FSC BioLinks is an exciting project for FSC which brings together 
existing volunteers with skills in biological recording and 
identification, and new volunteers. As part of the project remit a 
range of subsidised training courses are available. 



 01743 852100 

enquiries@field-studies-council.org 
www.field-studies-council.org 

Timetable  
 
Please arrive in time for the workshop to start promptly at 10am.  Refreshments will be 

available from 9.30am. The course will end at 4pm. 

  

What’s included? 
 

• 6 hours of tuition and practical experience 

• Certificate of attendance. 

• Light refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits). 

  

Please note lunch is not included and you will need to bring your own packed lunch. 

 

What to Bring 

 
• Notebook and pencil  

• Hand lens (if you have one)  

• Lunch 

 

There will be a member of staff with first aid training and access to a first aid kit on site. If you 

have special medical or access requirements, please let us know as soon as possible so we can 

plan the course. 
 

How to Book  
 

Please book online via www.fscbiodiversity.uk/courses. If you have any issues, please contact 

FSC by phone on 01743 852100 or email on biolinks@field-studies-council.org.  

 

Getting there 
 

Angela Marmont Centre, Natural History Museum (London) 

 

The event will be held in the Angela Marmont 

Centre at the Natural History Museum. Please 

enter the Museum via the Staff entrance, 

which is adjacent to the Exhibition Road public 

entrance; see map). This will allow you to 

avoid the main visitor queues. Inform the 

Museum’s security team that you are here for 

the workshop and they will show you inside. A 

member of the team will direct you to the 

AMC.  

 

You can get to the Museum via London 

Underground and a range of local buses: 

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/getting-here.html 

 

The closest underground stop is South 

Kensington (Piccadilly, Circle and District 

lines).  

 

As you leave the station, take the pedestrian tunnel signed 'museums' (located on the right as 

you exit the ticket barriers). Walk down the tunnel and the first exit on the left brings you to 

the Museum. Walk up the steps to street level and turn left. The staff entrance is on your left 

just past the end of the railings. 

http://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/courses
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/getting-here.html


 01743 852100 

enquiries@field-studies-council.org 
www.field-studies-council.org 

About FSC BioLinks 
 

This event is part of a structured pathway of training courses and 

events designed to train and support invertebrate recorders.  
 

 

 
 

 

The FSC BioLinks project is a 5-

year project funded by the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and Field 

Studies Council. 

www.fscbiodiversity.uk 

 
About the Angela Marmont Centre for UK Biodiversity 
 

The AMC promotes the study of natural history in the UK, and is a 

resource for all amateur and professional naturalists and UK natural 

history societies. Easy-to-access UK biodiversity reference collections 

of specimens and the London Natural History Society's library are 

housed in the Centre. They cover a wide range of UK plants, animals, 

rocks and fossils and are designed to help naturalists learn more 

about their chosen groups and identify their own specimens. 

 

Microscopes and photo-stacking equipment are also available for recorders to use (10:00-

12:00 and 14:00-16:00) during weekdays and on the first Saturday of each month (or the 

second Saturday where the first Saturday is during a Bank Holiday weekend). To use the AMC 

facilities, simply book through the online form: www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/contact-

enquiries/forms/angela-marmont-centre/booking.jsp 

 

http://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/contact-enquiries/forms/angela-marmont-centre/booking.jsp
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/contact-enquiries/forms/angela-marmont-centre/booking.jsp
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About London Natural History Society (LNHS) 
 

This event is part the LNHS Ecology & Entomology event calendar and both 

LNHS members and non-members are welcome.  
 

http://www.lnhs.org.uk 
 

The London region is a surprisingly good one for the study of ecology and entomology. 

Mammals, from rats to bats, are well represented in our region and the variety of habitat types 

means that there is a wide range of invertebrate life - bees, beetles, moths, butterflies, 

grasshoppers, dragonflies, spiders, millipedes and much more. 

 

London’s rivers and canals have fishes, plant life, crabs and aquatic invertebrates. The Thames 

estuary area, in addition to its importance for bird life, is a 'biodiversity hotspot' for 

invertebrates. Our interests are wide, covering all aspects of ecology and natural history. 

Although birds and plants have their own LNHS sections these are also integral to what is 

studied by our section. Woodland, for example, is home to plants, birds and insects and all are 

inter-connected in the ecology of the site, along with its geology. 

 

Indoor Meetings 

The section organises indoor meetings with diverse themes covering the monitoring of species, 

nature conservation and other subjects of interest in the natural world. These meetings are 

also an opportunity to meet others interested in the subject under discussion. They are usually 

held in central London on a weekday evening. Full details are in the Programme. 

 

Field Meetings 

Field meetings usually take place on a Saturday or Sunday. They can be full or half day events. 

Full joining instructions are in the Programme. Our field meetings offer an excellent 

opportunity to learn about groups such as Butterflies, Beetles, and Spiders; to learn and 

develop ID skillls; and to get a feel for the range of species you might expect to find in each 

type of habitat. Meetings are generally led by local experts and are suitable for members with 

all levels of knowledge including complete beginners. 

 

Links With Other Organisations 

The section has links with other organisations including the Amateur Entomologists Society 

(AES) and the British Entomological and Natural History Society (BENHS). We work with 

BENHS to organise the annual Brad Ashby Memorial lecture in September that is attended by 

members of both societies. 

 

A Welcome to All 

Most of the section’s activities are open to visitors from within and outside the LNHS. If you 

come to a meeting and are not a member of the Society please make yourself known to the 

leader or organiser. You do not have to be an expert to join in, and will soon learn as you take 

part in our Society’s activities. We all enjoy the experience of meeting friendly people with a 

wide interest in the natural world. 

 

Records 

The section’s recorders collect, validate and input data to their records sent to them by 

members of the Society and others. Some of these data may be collected on field meetings, or 

by individuals who survey on their own. 

 

Special Projects 

The E&E section sponsors special project from time to time. Currently we are running a special 

project to re-record London's Butterflies. More details of this exciting and worthwhile project 

are on the London Butterfly Atlas project webpage. 

 

http://www.lnhs.org.uk/

